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http://sks.to/cardspaper



Coan et al. (2021)

Taxonomy of contrarian climate claims

C.A.R.D.S.
(Computer Assisted 

Detection of Denial & 
Skepticism)



Climate misinformation in conservative think-tanks



Climate misinformation in climate denial blogs





Proportion of climate misinformation on Twitter (http://sks.to/augmentedcards)

5.2 Attacks on climate actors

5.3 Conspiracy theories

4.1 Climate policy is harmful

2.1 Climate change is natural

1.7 Extreme weather not 

      linked to climate change



Climate misinformation spikes on Twitter

Types of misinformation spikes:

1. Political events

2. Natural events

3. Contrarian influencers

4. Convinced influencers



Challenges facing fact-checking

• Paltering: misinformation that uses truthful statements to 
paint a misleading impression.

•Misleading arguments with hidden premises.

• Policy arguments that are nuanced or involve values.



Logic-checking: a complementary 
approach to fact-checking

• Logic-checking: identifying the presence of misleading 
rhetorical techniques and logical fallacies.

• Can address misleading arguments that fact-checking can’t, 
such as paltering, hidden premises, and fallacious policy 
arguments.

• Can generalize to other myths and even other topics

• Segues seamlessly to logic-based inoculation.



Logic-checking climate
misinformation



http://sks.to/criticalclimate













http://sks.to/deconstructcards











http://fliccpaper





Fallacy detection: confusion matrix



Debunk misinformation 
with a “truth sandwich”

http://sks.to/db2020
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Email    jocook@unimelb.edu.au

Web    https://crankyuncle.com

Twitter    @johnfocook

Detecting fallacies http://sks.to/fliccpaper

Detecting claims  http://sks.to/cardspaper

Generative debunking http://sks.to/gendebunk

Twitter misinformation http://sks.to/augmentedcards
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