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Why resources to fight misinformation are needed




Skeptical Science
https://skepticalscience.com
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For detailed information about Skeptical Science please check the display presented at EGU2020

@lol

NN [

Posts Commerts Email

MOST USED
Climate Myths

Climate's changed before
It's the sun
It's not bad
There is no consensus

2 It's cooling
Models are unreliable
Temp record is unreliable
Animals and plants can adapt
It hasn't warmed since 1998
Antarctica is gaining ice

View All Arguments...
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Explaining climate change science & rebutting global warming
misinformation

Global warming is real and human-caused. It is leading to large-scale climate change.
Under the guise of climate "skepticism”, the public is bombarded with misinformation that
casts doubt on the reality of human-caused global warming. This website gets skeptical
about global warming "skepticism".

Our mission is simple: debunk climate misinformation by presenting peer-reviewed science
and explaining the techniques of science denial, discourses of climate delay, and climate
solutions denial.
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increased concentrations of greenhouse gases from thawing permafrost, and

alterations in the key high latitude physical systems spurred many authors, and
more recently international agencies and supra-state actors, to investigate
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Skeptical Science — Rebuttal Updates

Project started in February 2023

Over 60 rebuttals now feature an at-a-glance section

Rebuttals Factory

y sks.to/at-a-glance

For detailed information about our rebuttal updates please check the display presented at EGU2023
https://sks.to/egu23-abstract-1

https://sks.to/at-a-glance




Skeptical Science — Rapid Debunking

https://sks.to/hotmess

,Climate — the Movie: a hot mess with (c)old
myths!“ — 25 of them to be exact!

Climate - the Movie: Skeptical Science Myth Rebuttals Online a hot mess of (c)old myths!

http://sks.to/keyword Use “http://sks.to/" plus the keyword listed in the table te access the complete rebuttal on SkepticalScience.com
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The Debunking Handbook 2020

hitps://sks.to/debunk2020
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The Debunking Handbook 2020

hitps://sks.to/debunk2020-part3
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The Conspiracy Theory Handbook

https://sks.to/conspiracy
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The seven traits of conspiratorial thinking

Contradictory Overriding Nefarious  Something Persecuted Immuneto Re-interpreting
suspicion Intent Must Be Victim Evidence = Randomness

e Wrong

Contradictory

Conspiracy theorists can simultaneously believe in ideas that are mutually contradictory.
For example, believing the theory that Princess Diana was murdered but also believing
that she faked her own death.*® This is because the theorists’ commitment to disbelieving
the "official” account is so absolute, it doesn't matter if their belief system is incoherent.

Overriding suspicion .

Conspiratorial thinking involves a nihilistic degree of skepticism towards the official
account.* This extreme degree of suspicion prevents belief in anything that doesn't fit
into the conspiracy theory.

Nefarious intent O

The motivations behind any presumed conspiracy are invariably assumed to be
nefarious.” Conspiracy theories never propose that the presumed conspirators have
benign motivations.

Something must be wrong

Although conspiracy theorists may occasionally abandon specific ideas when they
become untenable, those revisions don’t change their overall conclusion that "something
must be wrong” and the official account is based on deception. %

Persecuted victim g

Conspiracy theorists perceive and present themselves as the victim of organized
persecution.?” At the same time, they see themselves as brave antagonists taking
on the villainous conspirators. Conspiratorial thinking involves a self-perception of
simultaneously being a victim and a hero.

Immune to evidence O

Conspiracy theories are inherently self-sealing—evidence that counters a theory is
re-interpreted as originating from the conspiracy.*#* This reflects the belief that the
stronger the evidence against a conspiracy (e.g., the FBl exonerating a politician from
allegations of misusing a personal email server), the more the conspirators must want
people to believe their version of events (e.g., the FBl was part of the conspiracy to
protect that politician).

Re-interpreting randomness @

The overriding suspicion found in conspiratorial thinking frequently results in the belief

that nothing occurs by accident.* Small random events, such as intact windows in the

Pentagon after the 9/11 attacks, are re-interpreted as being caused by the conspiracy

(because if an airliner had hit the Pentagon, then all windows would have shattered *) and

are woven into a broader, interconnected pattern. N©)
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Translations

French German Hungarian Turkish Czech Croatian German Italian Turkish
Download Download Download Download Download Download Download Download
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Spanish Ukranian Dutch
Download Download Download

Portuguese Spanish Greek Polish Swedish Romanian Russian Czech Portuguese
Download Download Download Download Download Download Download Download Download
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Galician Bulgarian Greek
Download Download Download

Teoriei .
Conspiratiei

»4 a V¢ a Vs al» ¢ a > a vt 'a
. Italian . Russian ‘ Serbian - Slovak Albanian ' Macedonian BCMS Swedish Romanian
Download Download Download DOWnIO_ad Download Download Download Download Download

4 d: i r 4 konspiraénych . teorinée 4 ‘ ‘fe .m.,a
. . f 3aros:

Teopuu 3aroBopa } > A tedriach ? konspiracionit

Slovak Albanian Macedonian
Download Download Download
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Polish More translations
Download in the works

Both handbooks have been translated by
volunteers into at least 18 languages by now!
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Explain the techniques used to distort the facts

HEY!
BEHOLD, YOU'RE HIPDING ALL THE
CO, IS PLANT NEGATIVE IMPACTS IN
Y = YOUR SLEEVE! [~




FLICC — the techniques of science denial
https://sks.to/flicc-sks
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The FLICC Poster

https://sks.to/flicc-poster
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Cranky Uncle Game

Building public resilience against misinformation by
explaining the techniques of science denial
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Denial Techniques

https://crankyuncle.com/game




Cranky Uncle Game
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Name That Fallacy!

"We must stop

HERNE S
https://sks.to/crankyml

using cars or we will
destroy the Earth.”
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The Teachers’ Guide to Cranky Uncle
https://sks.to/crankyguide
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QR-Codes to some resources

Website Skeptical John Cook’s Cranky
Science Uncle website

The Debunking The Conspiracy History of FLICC
Handbook 2020 Theory Handbook

@lcH



@lcH

Resources & References

Lewandowsky, S., & Cook, J. (2020). The Conspiracy Theory Handbook.Available at
https://sks.to/conspiracy

Lewandowsky, S., Cook, J., Ecker, U. K. H., Albarracin, D., Amazeen, M. A., Kendeou, P., Lombardi,
D., Newman, E. J., Pennycook, G., Porter, E. Rand, D. G., Rapp, D. N., Reifler, J., Roozenbeek, J.,
Schmid, P., Seifert, C. M., Sinatra, G. M., Swire-Thompson, B., van der Linden, S., Vraga, E. K.,
Wood, T. J., Zaragoza, M. S. (2020). The Debunking Handbook 2020. Available at
https://sks.to/db2020. DOI:10.17910/b7.1182

Cook (2020). Deconstructing climate science denial. In Holmes, D. & Richardson, L. M. (Eds.)
Research Handbook on Communicating Climate Change. Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar
Publishing. https://doi.org/10.4337/9781789900408.00014

Cook, J. (2021). Cranky Uncle: a game building resilience against climate misinformation. Plus
Lucis, 3(2021), 13-16




Resources to give facts a fighting chance
against misinformation

Barbel Winkler and John Cook
EGU24 — EOS1.8 — Tuesday April 16, 2024

..{ THE UNIVERSITY OF
*"\\

Science s MELBOURNE

Y




	Folie 1
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10
	Folie 11
	Folie 12
	Folie 13
	Folie 14
	Folie 15
	Folie 16
	Folie 17
	Folie 18
	Folie 19
	Folie 20

