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How do people think about 

topics like climate change?



crankyuncle.com



crankyuncle.com



crankyuncle.com



Why is mis- and disinformation a 
problem and can be dangerous?





The antidote to fake news…

…is a little bit of fake news.



crankyuncle.com



INOCULATION THEORY
“A VACCINE FOR THE BRAIN”
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Fake experts are people who convey the 
appearance of expertise without possessing 
any actual relevant expertise.
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Logical fallacies are false arguments leading 
to an invalid conclusion. 



“I have blue eyes, so I’m an 
expert in quantum physics.”
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Impossible expectations demand unrealistic 
standards of proof before acting on the 
science.
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Cherry picking involves focusing on select 
pieces of data while ignoring anything 
conflicting with the desired conclusion.
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Conspiracy theories are created when science deniers accuse 
the world’s scientists of a massive, global conspiracy.









A big Challenge for Inoculation

Critial Thinking is hard and requires a lot of 
effort to not just memorize the techniques of 
science denial but to also be able to quickly 

recognize them “in the wild”.



Cranky Uncle to the rescue!



https://sks.to/crankyiphone

https://sks.to/crankybrowser

https://sks.to/crankyandroid



Cranky Uncle - a multi-lingual critical thinking game 
to build resilience against climate misinformation

Game is available for iPhone, Android and Browser 



for his slides as well as the Cranky Uncle 
cartoons used in this presentation!

More information is available at
https://crankyuncle.com

Thanks to John Cook



Bärbel Winkler

Email - baerbelw@skepticalscience.com

Web - https://skepticalscience.com

More about me - https://sks.to/BaerbelW

Thank you!
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