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INTRODUCTION TO SKEPTICAL SCIENCE

➢ Skeptical Science (SkS) is a website and non-profit
science education organization with international
reach founded by John Cook in 2007.

➢ Main objective is to debunk misconceptions and
misinformation about human-caused climate
change

➢ Features a database that currently has more than
250 rebuttals based on peer-reviewed literature.

➢ SkS has evolved from a one-person operation to a
multinational team project and formal NGO.

https://skepticalscience.com/
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WHY TACKLE A RE-DESIGN?

➢ The main design hasn’t changed a lot since 2007
➢ Our website is not responsive
➢ The backend is a challenge to maintain
➢ The “busy” margins can distract from the content
➢ The data from our “Experiment” indicated room for

improvement



HOW TO POTENTIALLY TACKLE THE RE-DESIGN? 

Go “all-in” and do a complete re-design of front- and back-end?



CHALLENGES WITH RE-DESIGN OPTIONS 



WHY RE-DESIGN EVERYTHING? 

Go “all-in” and do a complete re-design of front- and back-end!



HOW TO ACTUALLY TACKLE THE RE-DESIGN?
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NEW DESIGN - HOMEPAGE



NEW DESIGN - REBUTTALS



NEW DESIGN - FALLACIES



BACKEND CHALLENGES – DATABASE TABLES

Migrating our data from many 
old to many new tables.

Keeping the data dependencies 
intact with new key values.



BACKEND CHALLENGES - DEPENDENCIES
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BACKEND CHALLENGES – MISSING DATA
Missing data for translations: different myth and science titles, one-liners and slugs needed, fallacy translation a big plus! 



WANT TO HELP US ON THE FINAL STRETCH?

Ongoing: Filling gaps in translations
Google form - https://forms.gle/BtkdGfCaDZCRtGGX7 

Closer to re-launch: BETA-Testing
Google form - https://forms.gle/LNbsKNb3EodZkbPPA 

https://forms.gle/BtkdGfCaDZCRtGGX7
https://forms.gle/LNbsKNb3EodZkbPPA


Thanks!
Bärbel Winkler

Skeptical Science
baerbelw@skepticalscience.com

Abstract & Full presentation
https://sks.to/egu26-eos11

Companion Blog Post
https://sks.to/egu26-relaunch
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Bärbel Winkler lives and works in Germany. She has always had a lot
of interest in environmental issues and has been active as a
volunteer at the local zoo and a conservation group for many years.
Over time and while learning more and more about it, Bärbel
became increasingly aware and concerned about climate change and
what it will mean for generations to come. As a means to turn her
concerns regarding climate change into something productive, Bärbel
joined the Skeptical Science team in 2010 and started translating
selected content into German. Since 2013 she has been coordinating
the translation efforts for all languages, contributes a blog-post every
once in a while, helps with many projects and became co-author of
several consensus-related studies the Skeptical Science team has
published over the years. From 2015 to 2024 she also coordinated
the moderation team for the online course “Denial101x – Making
sense of climate science denial”.

https://sks.to/BaerbelW 

John Cook
Skeptical Science

 john[at]skepticalscience[dot]com
Melbourne, Australia

John Cook is a cognitive scientist, researching how to use critical
thinking to counter misinformation. He obtained his PhD at the
University of Western Australia, studying the cognitive psychology
of climate science denial. His research focus is understanding and
countering misinformation about climate change. In 2007, he
founded Skeptical Science, a website which won the 2011
Australian Museum Eureka Prize for the Advancement of Climate
Change Knowledge and 2016 Friend of the Planet Award from the
National Center for Science Education. John authored the book
Cranky Uncle vs. Climate Change, that combines climate science,
critical thinking, and cartoons to explain and counter climate
misinformation. He also co-authored the college textbooks Climate
Change: Examining the Facts and Climate Change Science: A
Modern Synthesis and the book Climate Change Denial: Heads in
the Sand. In 2013, he published a paper finding 97% scientific
consensus on human-caused global warming, a finding that has
been highlighted by President Obama and UK Prime Minister David
Cameron.
https://sks.to/JohnCook 
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LIST OF LINKS
INTRODUCTION
Skeptical Science – https://skepticalscience.com 
Companion article – https://sks.to/EGU26-Relaunch  
CALLS FOR HELP
Help needed with Translations – https://sks.to/help-transl-relaunch 
Google form (Translations) – https://forms.gle/BtkdGfCaDZCRtGGX7  
Google form (BETA-Testing) - https://forms.gle/LNbsKNb3EodZkbPPA 
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