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A brief history of misinformation about 
the scientific consensus on climate change





Should the public come to believe that 
the scientific issues are settled, their 
views about global warming will change 
accordingly. Therefore, you need to 
continue to make the lack of scientific 
certainty a primary issue in the debate

FRANK LUNTZ, 2002



Elsasser & Dunlap, 2012



van der Linden et al. 2015













INOCULATION THEORY 

Warning 
of threat

Counter-
arguments

+



… several independent investigations have concluded that 

the “Petition Project” is extremely misleading. For instance, 

many of the signatures on the petition are fake (for 

example, past signatories have included the long deceased 

Charles Darwin, members of the Spice Girls, and fictional 

characters from Star Wars). Also, although 31,000 may 

seem like a large number, it actually represents less than 

0.3% of all US science graduates (a tiny fraction). Further, 

nearly all of the legitimate signers have no expertise in 

climate science at all.
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http://sks.to/inoculation





Cook et al. (2017)











Cook et al. (2017)



Techniques of Science Denial















Types of thinking

1. Fast thinking

2. Slow thinking

3. Expert heuristics



Cranky Uncle

Digital game using 
active inoculation to 
immunize players 
against misinformation 
techniques.

http://crankyuncle.com











http://sks.to/gendebunk



Email    jocook@unimelb.edu.au

Bluesky    @johnfocook.bsky.social

97% consensus paper     http://sks.to/cook2013

van der Linden 2017     http://sks.to/vanderlinden2017

Cook et al 2017     http://sks.to/inoculation

More info on FLICC     http://sks.to/flicc

Cranky Uncle     http://crankyuncle.com

Generative debunking     http://sks.to/gendebunk

Skeptical Science     http://skepticalscience.com
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