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As for Science versus Religion, I'm issuing a
restraining order. Religion must stay 500 yards
from Science at all times.
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5 Key Facts About Climate Change

It’s warming WVe're causing it Impacts are serious

Scientists agree We can fix it
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“...direct experimental evidence for a
significant increase in the Earth’s
greenhouse effect.”

HARRIES ET AL 2001







“This experimental data should effectively end the
argument by skeptics that no experimental evidence
exists for the connection between greenhouse gas

increases in the atmosphere and global warming.”
EVANS 2006















0 Projected sea-level rise calculated from global temperature
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Academies of Science endorsing the consensus



Consensus in the peer-reviewed literature

Oreskes 2007
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The parable of the sheep and goats

Matthew 25:31-46



The Weightier Matters

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin,
and have neglected the weightier matters of the
law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought
to have done, without leaving the others undone.”

Matthew 23:23



Amos 5

“You trample the poor, stealing their grain through taxes
and unfair rent... You oppress good people by taking

bribes and deprive the poor of justice in the courts.”
Amos 5:11,12

“I hate all your show and pretense— the hypocrisy of
your religious festivals and solemn assemblies... Away
with your noisy hymns of praise! | will not listen to the

music of your harps.”
Amos 5:21-23



Poor nations and poor individuals have fewer
resources available to cope with major challenges and
threats. The consequences of global warming will
therefore hit the poor the hardest, in part because
those areas likely to be significantly affected first are in
the poorest regions of the world.

Christians must care about climate change because we
are called to love our neighbors, to do unto others as
we would have them do unto us, and to protect and

care for the least of these as though each was Jesus
Christ himself.



We believe such policies will harm the poor more
than others because the poor spend a higher
percentage of their income on energy and
desperately need economic growth to rise out of
poverty and overcome its miseries.



...we conclude that

* human activity has negligible influence on global
temperature,

* the influence is not dangerous
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Leiserowitz et al 2011



Confirmation Bias



Confirmation Bias



1. Fake Experts
2. Cherry Picking

3. Logical fallacies

4. Impossible Expectations

5. Conspiracy Theories






Consensus



Consensus Fake Experts



Fake Experts

“[Global warming alarmism] falsely claims
overwhelming scientific consensus in favor
of the hypothesis of dangerous manmade
warming (ignoring tens of thousands of
scientists who disagree) and then falsely
claims that such consensus proves the
hypothesis and justifies policies to fight it.”

Cornwall Alliance






A technique perfected
by the tobacco industry
in the 1970s

20,679 Physicians

Say

LUCKIES

are less writating

“It’'s toasted”

‘our Throat Protection against irritation against cough




Non Sequitor: “it does not follow”

"Recent global warming is one of many natural
cycles of warming and cooling in geologic history. ”



“The paleoclimate record shouts out to us
that, far from being self-stabilizing, the
Earth's climate system is an ornery beast

which overreacts to even small nudges.”
Wally Broeker






Impossible Expectations






“Predicting the future of the climate system is
So complex a task that it might never be
achieved. While it may be possible to adjust or
fit a model to mimic past climatic conditions,
this does not guarantee that the processes
causing climate change are accurately
portrayed.”

Cornwall Alliance



Cherry Picking

2 jwog

“There is no
convincing scientific
evidence that Qjé & &i\?
human contribution ‘/.7 i}

to greenhouse
gases Is causing
dangerous global
warming.”

Cornwall Alliance
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Consensus



Conspiracy!






“If scientists are promised a career of financial
support to find evidence of manmade climate
change, they will do their best to find it.”

Cornwall Alliance



Two distinctive traits of conspiracy theories:

1. Ascribe omnipotent power to the conspiracy






Climategate






Two distinctive traits of conspiracy theories:

1. Ascribe omnipotent power to the conspiracy

2. Evidence against the conspiracy is proof of the
conspiracy



University of Alabama in Huntsville

“I view my job a little like a legislator,
supported by the taxpayer, to protect the
interests of the taxpayer and to minimize
the role of government.”









We humans have an alarming habit of blaming
the idea for our poor execution of it. There's
nothing wrong with the tenets of Christianity.
Cook demonstrates this: his faith seems to
work the way faith is supposed to. His actions
speak of considerable commitment, and the
work continues unabated.



Climate change is an opportunity for the church to:

» Put our faith into action
* Be part of the solution, not part of the problem

 Guide our communities to the core Christian
values of justice and mercy
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